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IB learner profile 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their  
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 
As IB learners we strive to be: 

INQUIRES 
We nurture our curiosity developing skills for inquiry and  
research. We know how to learn independently and with others.  
We learn with enthusiasm and sjstainourleve of learning 
throughout life

KNOWLEDGEABLE.
We develop and use conceptual understanding exploring 
knowledge across a range of disciplines we  engage with issues  
and ideas that have local and global significance. 

THINKERS 
We use critical and creative thinking ski Ils to analyse and take  
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in  
making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

COMMUNICATORS 
We express ourselves   confidently and creatively in more than    
one language and in manyways. We collaborate effectively,  
listening carefully to the prespectives  of other individuals and  
groups 

PRINCIPLED 
We  act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness  
and justice,.and with respect for the dignity and rights of people  
everywhere. We lake responsibility for cur actions and their  
consequences. 

OPEN-MINDED 
We  critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as  
well as the values an traditions of others. We seek and evaluate  
range of points of view, and we are willing   to grow from the  
experience, 

CARING 
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a  
commitment to service and we act to make a positive difference  
in the values an traditions of others. We seek and evaluate. 

RISK-TAKERS 
We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination;  
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas  
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful  and resilient in the  
face of challenges and change. 

BALANCED 
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of  
our lives—intellectual, physical and emotional—to achieve  
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence  
with other people and with the world in which we live, 

REFLECTIVE 
We  thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and  
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses  
in order to support our learning and personal development. 

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes  valued by IB Would schools. We believe these attributes and others like



              
              

           
               

 
                
        

                
   

               
           

  
            
             

 

             
        

            
            

  
           

             
        
               

      

  
                  

            
            
             

              
            

              
            

         

               
           

             
              

 

 
              

                 
          

OVERVIEW 
This document provides an overview of the language learning policy at Williams Elementary. The 
policy is written in compliance with the principles and practices of the International Baccalaureate 
(IB). As an IB school, we are committed to the following principles and practices. 
• The school implements and reviews a language policy that is aligned with IB language policy 

guidelines. (0301-04-0100) 
• The school describes in its language policy the way that the school recognizes multilingualism as a 

fact, a right and a resource for learning. (0301-04-0200) 
• The school identifies in its language policy a variety of physical and virtual resources used to 

facilitate language development. (0301-04-0300) 
• The school clearly describes in its language policy the rights and responsibilities of all members 

of the school community and what constitutes good practice within the school context. (0301-04-
0400) 

IB MISSION STATEMENT 
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to 
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences can also be right. 

WILLIAMS MISSION STATEMENT 
Williams Elementary is committed to empowering students to become successful life-long learners 
and leaders in an ever-changing world. We will create challenging and developmentally appropriate 
learning experiences that emphasize intellectual rigor and high academic standards. Personal 
integrity and democratic values will be fostered in our students to prepare them to become 
responsible, globally conscious learners and citizens. 

WILLIAMS LANGUAGE PHILOSOPHY 
At Williams Elementary, we believe that language is the foundation for all learning and is the core of 
a student’s education. Students must have a thorough understanding of English to understand their 
world and express their thoughts and feelings. Strong language development will influence students’ 
ability to express and communicate through conversations and the written word. Language is 
developed across the curriculum because it is essential that students are immersed in each aspect of 
language, including reading, writing, listening, and speaking. We believe that all students should be 
given the same opportunity to learn the language and in various ways. While developing agility in one’s 
language, we believe that exposure to another language gives students a different perspective, a 
deeper connection to another culture, and helps make them better communicators. 

We acknowledge that student abilities are different, and they learn and develop at different rates. 
For this reason, giving differentiated instruction is essential to help students learn and become 
confident at their level of understanding. Williams Elementary is dedicated to teaching language to 
provide students with the necessary tools to communicate confidently and effectively in our global 
world. 

LANGUAGE PROFILE 
Williams Elementary is a public school located in Huntsville, Alabama. Our school population is 
comprised of students who live within our school zone. Due to our military families and proximity to 
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Redstone Arsenal, we have a transient population. Therefore, we often host international students 
from various countries that are here for a short period. Also, we have a diverse community of ESOL 
students. At present, there are seven different languages/cultures represented in home language 
surveys. Parents and students are always welcomed to share about their home countries’ cultures and 
traditions. We celebrate these differences. 

The language of instruction is English. In the 2021-2022 school year, Williams has a population of 
approximately 480 students. Of those students, 90% have English as their mother tongue (native) 
language. A small percentage of students, 10%, have another language as their mother tongue. About 
6% of the students are Spanish-speaking. The other 4% includes Arabic, Chinese, French, German, 
Korean, and Marshallese speaking students. All administrative and teaching staff speak English. 

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION 
The language of instruction at Williams Elementary School is English. The acquisition of language is 
the key element of understanding, thinking, and learning. All activities that stimulate learning involve 
language. To this end, all teachers are teachers of language. It is our responsibility to provide all 
language levels a safe space for learning and development. This connection between language and 
learning is shared between teachers and students and includes parents as an essential component of 
this lifelong learning process. For our students to grow into life-long learners that contribute to our 
local and global society, they must be immersed in every aspect of language. Language includes 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking, which is embedded throughout the curriculum. Students 
must be given multiple opportunities to practice each of these aspects daily. 

The literacy vision of Huntsville City Schools includes the following: 
• Teachers will practice responsive teaching using ongoing and varied assessments to differentiate 

instruction to maximize student potential. 
• Incorporating tiered instruction to support ALL learners. 
• Explicitly modeling and teaching appropriate literacy skills, including foundational standards K-5. 
• Providing time for authentic listening, speaking, reading, writing, and inquiry in all content areas. 
• Involving all stakeholders in developing a love of literacy. 

(Literacy Pathways, 2018) 

All students are instructed through best practices, which include: 
• Use of formative and summative assessments to drive instruction 
• Reading and Writing Workshop 
• Shared Reading 
• Whole Group Instruction 
• All students receive differentiated language instruction and support based on individual small 

groups needs 
• Oral Language 
• Word Study 
• Vocabulary in context and isolation 
• Engaging Literature 
• Cross-Curricular Activities 
• Journal Writing 
• Think-Pair-Share 
• Turn and Talk 
• Partner Work 
• Discussions 
• Dialogues 
• Role-Playing 
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SECOND LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION 
We believe that instruction in an additional language inspires meaningful interaction resulting in the 
broader development of personal understanding. Therefore, the overall goal for Spanish Language 
instruction at Williams Elementary is for students to have a positive language experience promoting 
openness to sounds, songs, stories, the culture, and the people of the countries with Spanish as their 
mother tongue. 

Students in Kindergarten through fifth grade receive Spanish once a week for 30 minutes. 
The students work through a curriculum that focuses on targeted vocabulary and linguistics. 
Students hear, see, and practice basic skills. The goal is to ensure fifth-grade students are ready 
for Spanish once they go to middle school. Students engage in conversations that reinforce their 
skills and build confidence in their Spanish speaking skills throughout the lessons. 

IDENTIFICATION OF LANGUAGE NEEDS 
As required by federal and state law, Williams Elementary identifies language needs using the Home 
Language Survey form. All students in Huntsville City Schools are issued the survey at the beginning 
of each school year. The Home Language Survey identifies the language most often spoken in the 
home and any additional language spoken. For any students not from a home where English is the 
primary language, testing must occur to determine the student’s level of English ability. Students are 
screened through a language proficiency test (ACCESS) developed by the World-Class Instructional 
Design and Assessment (WIDA) Consortium once a year. If a student qualifies for the English 
Language Learner (ELL) program, they will receive additional support determined by the ELL 
Department. Students meet with specialized instructors to increase their English language skills until 
they achieve a 4.8 or better composite score on the ACCESS. Once they reach the required score, 
they are monitored quarterly for four years to ensure that they are successful in the classroom with 
no assistance. 

ELL students have an Individual-English Language Plan, which gives guidance to classroom teachers 
for appropriate accommodations. The classroom teachers have access to ELLevation, a program 
management system that allows collaboration among teachers and instruction differentiation. The 
program provides resources and essential practices that support effective instruction. 

The educational goals of the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program in Huntsville 
City Schools include: 
• Equal access to understandable instruction in all academic areas 
• Meaningful participation in all district programs 
• Increased English proficiency 
• Mastery of subject matter content 

(Huntsville City Schools, English Learner District Plan and Guidance, 2019) 

MOTHER TONGUE SUPPORT 
Mother tongue is the language most commonly and comfortably used to communicate within a 
home and family setting. The development of the mother tongue is central to intellectual 
understanding and social growth. Additional languages inspire meaningful development of personal 
understanding linking the students to the world. 

All teachers have opportunities for staff development in ELL strategies and make accommodations 
for ELL students. Parental involvement is encouraged through parent conferences, a translator when 
necessary, and notes home for parents. The district also provides ELL classes for parents, special 
outreach meetings for EL parents, and summer education programs for parents and students. The 
library media specialist is aware of students’ language needs and updates resources in the library to 
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meet the variety of cultures represented in the school. Teachers, students, and parents assist the 
library media specialist with material recommendations. 

Whenever possible, multicultural lessons incorporate the expertise of the student’s mother tongue 
ability. Students and parents are also encouraged to develop their mother tongue at home. With the 
help of ELL teachers, tutors, volunteers, and peers, students can grow in the knowledge of their 
mother tongue. 

Through our language program, we offer mother tongue support by: 
• Fostering respect for all cultures 
• Preparing students to become productive members of a global society 
• Promoting awareness of one’s language and culture 
• Allowing for opportunities for interdisciplinary connections 
• Preparing students for collegiate endeavors 

ON-GOING REVIEW OF THE LANGUAGE POLICY 
The Language policy will be formally reviewed yearly by Williams staff and revised as needed to 
adapt to changing best practices and our learning community’s needs. 

The Language Policy is available to all stakeholders in the Williams Learning Community at 
https://www.huntsvillecityschools.org/schools/williams-elementary/ib-programme . The school 
leadership welcomes comments and recommendations at any time. 

RESOURCES 
Literacy Pathways, 2018 

Huntsville City Schools, English Learner District Plan and Guidance, 2019 

Principles Into Practice, International Baccalaureate Organization, 2018 

Last Updated: August 2021 
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